
Development Phase Selected: Growing 
You selected the statement, "I experiment in different areas as I discover my gifts, talents, & passions." 

 
Congratulations! You have begun to dig deeper into the possibilities God has in store for your life. Now that 
you have come to some understanding about how God has 'wired' you for service, you have begun to explore 
how you might live that out. 
 
Not everybody with the gift of teaching is called to be a Sunday School teacher, and not everybody with the gift 
of leadership has a passion for leading a church committee. There are almost endless possibilities for using your 
gifts in creative ways in the service of the kingdom. 
 
One of the best ways to find your 'fit' is to try on a variety of different ways to serve and see where you are most 
effective and find the most satisfaction. 
 
What’s Next? 
First of all, continue what you are already doing. Explore a variety of ministries and see where you fit. 
 

Most congregations offer a variety of ways to get connected in making a difference. For example: 
• Serving at a local feeding center for the poor in the community 
• Teams that provide minor repairs and/or clean up in the community 
• Serving as a mentor or assistant in a local school 
• Short-term mission trips 

 
You may find it helpful to engage in a relationship with a discipleship coach or a spiritual director to help you 
process what you are discovering. There are often a wide variety of opportunities to serve of which you may not 
even be aware. 
 
Suggested Resources 
If you like to read or study for personal development, we suggest the following resources: 

Outreach, by Group Ministries 
The Externally Focused Church, by Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
When Helping Hurts, by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert 
What Every Church Member Should Know about Poverty, by Bill Ehlig & Ruby Payne 


